
Environment 
The New World of the Americas presented all kinds of new animals, plants and landscapes to European travellers, explorers and migrants. New settlers also had to contend with the impact and consequences of different climates. New England, where the Mayflower passengers settled, presented particular challenges; not fully appreciating the climate, the first harsh winter in the Plymouth colony resulted in a large number of deaths. Around half of the colony died in this first winter. With little time or knowledge to develop a sustainable food source for themselves, the colonists relied on local, indigenous people to help them survive their first winter. They were not the first, nor the last, group of settlers who relied on indigenous local knowledge to help them establish and sustain a foothold in the North American continent.
There are many accounts of the environment of New England that help us imagine both the visual and emotional impression that this overwhelming expanse of landscape made on early travellers and explorers. Thomas Harriot’s, John Smith’s, and even Bradford’s accounts, as well as many others, make clear that the initial bounty of the New World’s natural resources would serve transatlantic trading arrangements. Maps drawn and published by John Smith and Samuel de Champlain in the early seventeenth century, provided travellers and settlers with navigable routes in and around the New England coast. 
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b4/New_England_%281%29.jpg/800px-New_England_%281%29.jpg]

[bookmark: _GoBack]The new scientific knowledge that the New World offered also found its way into colonial society and their correspondence. John Josselyn’s New England Rarities, discovered in Birds, Beasts, Fishes, Serpents, and Plants of that Country (London, 1671) is one of the first natural histories of Anglo-North America. It’s one of the first publications to attend to the natural world of New England from a quasi-scientific point of view, rather than from a purely mercantile point of view. 
[image: https://ia801402.us.archive.org/BookReader/BookReaderImages.php?zip=/16/items/newenglandsrarit00joss/newenglandsrarit00joss_jp2.zip&file=newenglandsrarit00joss_jp2/newenglandsrarit00joss_0109.jp2&scale=4&rotate=0]          [image: https://ia801402.us.archive.org/BookReader/BookReaderImages.php?zip=/16/items/newenglandsrarit00joss/newenglandsrarit00joss_jp2.zip&file=newenglandsrarit00joss_jp2/newenglandsrarit00joss_0139.jp2&scale=4&rotate=0]

(see, Josselyn, New England’s Rarities, 1671)

[image: https://ia800503.us.archive.org/BookReader/BookReaderImages.php?zip=/17/items/mobot31753000818390/mobot31753000818390_jp2.tar&file=mobot31753000818390_jp2/mobot31753000818390_0074.jp2&scale=8&rotate=0]      [image: https://ia800503.us.archive.org/BookReader/BookReaderImages.php?zip=/17/items/mobot31753000818390/mobot31753000818390_jp2.tar&file=mobot31753000818390_jp2/mobot31753000818390_0084.jp2&scale=8&rotate=0] [image: https://ia800503.us.archive.org/BookReader/BookReaderImages.php?zip=/17/items/mobot31753000818390/mobot31753000818390_jp2.tar&file=mobot31753000818390_jp2/mobot31753000818390_0087.jp2&scale=8&rotate=0] 
From Richard Ligon, A True & Exact History of the Island of Barbados (1657, 1673)
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Deto-Englands Raritics. 97

The Figure of the Walnut.

Walnut; the Nuts differ much from
ours in Zurope, they being fimooth, much
like a Nutmeg in fhape, and not much
bigger; fome three cornered, all of them
but thinly replenifhed with Kernels.!

[s1] Chefuuts; very fiweet in tafte, and may be (as

3 Carya, Nutt. Tn the Voyages, p. 69, the author speaks of the “walnut,
ehich s divers: some bearing squaro nuts; others like ours, but smaller. There

likewise black walnut, of precious use for tables, cabinets, and the like”
(Feglans wigra, L), “The walnut-tree,” continues Josselyn, i the toughest
oo in the countrie, and therefore made wse of for hoops and bowes  there being.
1o yews there growing. In England, they made their bowes usually of witch-
hasel” (that is, witcheelm, — Ulus montana, Bauh., Lindl.; as see Gerard, p.
14815 but Carpinus, *in Esses, is called witch-hasell ash, yew, the best
of outlandih elm; but the Indians make theirs of walnut* This was hickory,
and what Wood says belongs doubtless to the same. He calls it * something.
different from the English walnut; being @ great deal more tough and more
serviceable, and altogether heavy. And whereas our guns, that are stocked with
English walnut, are soon broken and cracked in frost, — being a brittle wood, —
e are driven t0 stock them new with the country walnut, which will endure all
blows and weather; lasting time out of mind.” After speaking favorably of the
fruit, he adds (New-Eng. Prospett, chap. vi), “ There is likewise a trec, in some
parts of the country, that bears a nut as big a8 a pear,” —the butternut, doubtless
(Guglans cinerea; L.). Josselyn has told us (p. 48) of the oil which the Indians
managed to get from the acorns of the white oak. ~Roger Williams (Key, Z c. p,
220) says our native Americans made “of these walnuts . . . an excellent oil,
200d for many uses, but especially for the anointing of their heads.” Michaus
(Syloa, vol.i.p. 163) says the Indians used the oil of the butternut, and also (p.
155) of the shag-bark, * to season their aliments.” Williams adds (7. ), “ OF the
ehips of the walnut-tree — the bark taken off — some English in the country
make cxcellent beer, both for taste, strength, colour, and Inofensive opening
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Peto-Englands Ravities. 127

(73] A Branch of the Humming Bird Tree.

Fuly, and then it is two Cubits high and better, the
Leaves are thin, and of a pale green Colour, fome of them
as big as a Nettle Leaf, it fpreads into many Branches,
knotty at the fetting on, and of a purple Colour, and gar-
nifhed on the top with many hollow dangling Flowers of
a bright yellow Colour, fpeckled with a deeper yellow as




